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PORT PILOT
What Makes a Port Different from Other Governments?

Your Port Creates Jobs and Pays For Itself
The purpose of Ports is very
different from governments
such as cities and counties.
Cities and counties collect taxes to provide
public services such as public safety, fire
protection, public health and zoning. Ports,
however, exist to promote economic development and job creation.

Ports do this by providing large
infrastructure that industry
needs to do business and
provide jobs.
Businesses pay to use your Port’s facilities,
so to operate the Port of Port Angeles, no
money comes from taxpayers. Taxpayers
help with seed money to build infrastructure.
Your Port brings in revenue that pays for
all of its operations. In fact, your Port
strengthens Clallam County’s economy and
supports approximately 100 companies.
These tenants and customers pay employees, buy supplies and contribute over $14
million in state and local taxes.

No Clallam County tax dollars are
needed to support your Port’s daily
operating activities.

uses it for capital projects, to pay off longterm bonds, and to fund the small community partner program.
Without this infrastructure, which your Port
has been building since 1923, much of the
economic activity that supports our community would not be possible. Port Commission
President Connie Beauvais said, “Building and
maintaining these public assets is challenging
and requires patience and long-term vision.
This is important work because Port customers and tenants employ people from across
the County, generating over 4,000 jobs.”

What Other Elected Officials Say:
“The facilities provided by the Port of Port
Angeles play an integral role in the economy
and well-being of Clallam County,” says Randy
Johnson, Clallam County Commissioner. “Another issue in which the Port plays a vital role
is public safety. As suggested by all of the
emergency responders, the County needs to
move their facilities out of the County Courthouse as well as possibly moving the City 911
call center. The Port is working closely with
the County and the City to see if this can be
accomplished at the Airport Industrial complex, a Port-owned facility.”

Jim Moran of the Port Angeles City Council
Building your Port’s infrastructure (marine
had this to say: “The City of Port Angeles
terminals, the airport, marinas, industrial
and the Port of Port Angeles have a sympark facilities, etc.) is very expensive, of
biotic relationship. The Port’s mission is to
course. The Port receives on average 1-2%
bring businesses to the Olympic Peninsula.
annually from your property taxes and
By doing so, it creates jobs. The City does
not create jobs. Its
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tain the infrastructure, i.e., public
safety, roads, utilities, etc., that helps
companies stay here. The City and the
Port working together bring economic
growth to our area.”

The Port: An Economic Driver
Your Port brings money
INTO the community
through its businesses,
and uses that money for
operations and infrastructure to create jobs.
Cities and counties
collect taxes that
COME OUT of the
community to provide
services.

$
Clallam
County
Ci�zens

$

Port opera�ons are
. not
funded by taxes.
They are funded by fees
customers pay when they
use Port facilities:
Log Yard Fees
Moorage
Boat yard fees
Property/lease rents
Equipment rental
Hangar fees
Marine terminals/cargo fees

Comparison of taxes as %
of total general revenues:

PORT:

0% for operations

CITIES & COUNTIES:

50%-60% for services such as parks,
law enforcement, streets, planning
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A Short History of Port Facilities
The ports of Washington were originally established in the early 1900s to ensure that public
assets such as waterfronts were equally available
to all businesses, not just a few special interests.
Ports are chartered to create the infrastructure needed by
the private sector to conduct business and provide jobs to the
citizens.
While most of our Port’s assets are centrally located at the Port
Angeles Harbor and William R. Fairchild International Airport,
the companies that use these facilities employ people from
across the county. These tenants and customers also pay taxes
that support community services in the county and cities. All
told, Port infrastructure supports over 2000 direct jobs and
over 2000 additional indirect and induced jobs for a total of
over 4000 jobs in Clallam County, while generating $14 million
in state and local taxes.
(https://portofpa.com/documentcenter/view/65)
Since the Port of Port Angeles was established in 1923, it has
provided much of the infrastructure that has been and continues to be the key to the growth and economic health of Clallam
County. Some of these facilities include:
• The construction and acquisition of seven marine terminals on
the Port Angeles waterfront (1926 to present)
• The construction and operation of various log yards and inwater log handling facilities
• The Port Angeles Boat Haven (1950s to present) and the small
boat yard (1969 to present)
• The Fairchild airport (1951 to present) and Sekiu airport (1970
to present)
• The construction of Quileute Harbor Marina (transferred to
Quileute Nation 1982)
• The development of the Airport Business Park (1970 - present)
• The Carlsborg Industrial Park (1981–1995)
• The John Wayne Marina (1985 to present)
• Stormwater management projects
• The new Marine Trades Industrial Park (2012 clean-up started;
2015 construction started)

Marine Terminals
In 1926, the Port began construction of Terminal 1 and an adjacent warehouse, setting the stage for future marine terminal
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Port Angeles marine terminals on the
Port Angeles waterfront.

development on the harbor. In 1959, the Port purchased Terminal 2 at the foot of Laurel Street and leased the facility to
Black Ball Transport for operation of the Coho ferry. In 1971
Terminal 1 was extended. In 1984, Terminal 3 was reconstructed
and in 1996, a large vessel haul-out pier was built adjacent to
Terminal 1. These facilities make it possible for the harbor to
accommodate the moorage of domestic and international ships,
to support local companies in receiving and shipping materials
necessary for doing business, and to make our marine trades
industry possible.
Expansion/enhancement of Terminals 1 and 3 and construction
of the travel lift pier have taken place over the last decade.
Other terminals include Terminal 4, a small cargo pier currently
leased to Arrow Marine Services; Terminals 5 and 6, cargo piers
that are not currently leased; and Terminal 7, a lay berth facility
for vessels up to 500 feet in length.

Log Yards
Over the years, the Port has developed several log yards and
in-water structures for log handling and remains a global hub
for shipping forest products. Although drastically reduced, timber continues to play a pivotal role in our local economy and is a
highly regulated and sustainable industry. Today, the Port owns
and operates a full service log yard facility on approximately
31 acres along the western Port Angeles Harbor and handles
an average volume of 60.5 million board-feet of logs per year.
Logs from Olympic Peninsula forests are shipped to mills in the
Puget Sound and west coast destinations by barge, as well as
to markets around the Pacific Rim. Logs originating from Alaska
and Canada reach American markets by being pulled out of the
water through the Port’s log yard. (Continued on page 3)
Photography by Isaac Gautschi
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A Short History of Port Facilities, continued
Maintaining a public log yard at the waterfront opens markets for
local timber land owners and mills. It consists of 11 pieces of heavy
equipment for loading/unloading/staging logs, three boom boats
for water handling, a banding platform used to secure/unsecure
cargo, log ramp and coffer dam for loading and unloading from
the waterside, and aquatic storage.

roads, a drain field and retention storm water pond, and
sewer and water systems. Lots in the newly built Carlsborg
Industrial Park were sold to businesses, and over time the
Port no longer owned an interest in the industrial park.

John Wayne Marina

The Port began construction of the east end of the Port Angeles
Boat Haven in the 1950s. It was expanded in the early 1970s by
adding a launch ramp. New and replacement facilities have been
added over the years up to the present, such as showers and
laundry facilities. The boat yard and a small Travelift were acquired as well. Structures built by the Port include the boat yard
building, marine ways and a dock for the Travelift. The boat yard
is home to several thriving marine trades businesses.

The 29 acres of land for the John Wayne Marina was donated
to the Port by the John Wayne family in the early 1980s. The
Port also purchased 5.5 acres from another private party. The
marina was constructed in 1985.The Port paid for the construction of the facilities with revenues from its other business
lines, including the log handling facilities. The Port continues to
operate and maintain the marina, which includes permanent
and guest moorage, marine services, a restaurant, showers,
laundry and banquet facilities, and provides boat launch
ramps, fuel facilities, public beach access, and picnic areas.

Fairchild & Sekiu Airports

Stormwater Management

Originally county-owned, the Port acquired William R. Fairchild
International Airport in 1951. Since then, the Port has developed
and maintained runways and other structures including the terminal building, currently the home of Rite Bros. Aviation. Fairchild
Airport (CLM) encompasses more than 800 acres of property,
with 690 in aeronautical use. The primary runway is operated
with an instrument landing system and can handle various types
of commercial and private aircraft. Today, the airport provides
passenger and cargo transportation, emergency services, disaster
response, recreational activities, and jobs. In the 1970s the Port
acquired the Sekiu Airport, a 1,300 foot grass strip and paved and
extended the runway. It is less than one mile northwest of Sekiu,
Washington. The Sekiu facility offers a 2,100-foot lighted runway
with a visual approach indicator.

Regional marine facilities in Washington State are subject to
the most stringent stormwater quality limits in the nation. To
address these concerns the Port has developed low-impact,
vegetated, biofiltration treatment approaches as well as
traditional chemical treatment at its waterfront facilities and
a system of biofiltration at the airport to remove debris, zinc
and other contaminants from stormwater runoff.

Port Angeles Boat Haven & Small Boat Yard

Airport Business Park
Adjoining the main runway of the William R. Fairchild International Airport, the 110-acre Airport Business Park development began
in the 1970s. Over the years it has housed many organizations,
including Hiller Helicopter and Clallam Transit. It currently consists
of 25 buildings with 360,000 square feet of facilities. There are 89
improved acres and 21 available acres to develop. It is home to the
recently developed Composites Campus where the Composites
Recycling Technology Center and the headquarters of Angeles
Composite Technologies, Inc. are located.

Carlsborg Industrial Park
In the 1970s, the Port purchased and undertook the re-development of an old 70-acre mill site in Carlsborg between Sequim and
Port Angeles. Development projects included interior and access
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Marine Trades Industrial Park
The Port began development of a new Marines Trade
Industrial Park (MTIP) on the site of the former PenPly mill
in 2015, after an extensive environmental clean-up of the old
mill site. The 18-acre MTIP includes a new washdown facility
with a 55’ x 175’ wash-down pad that can accommodate large
yachts,commercial vessels and government boats, a boon for
existing marine trades businesses. With its advantageous
location on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the MTIP will play a
key role in attracting more marine trades companies from
the Puget Sound corridor.

Your Port: Working for Clallam County Since 1923
Without the facilities provided by your Port, much of the
economic activity that supports our community would not be
possible. Building and maintaining these public assets is challenging and requires long-term vision, planning and capital.
This is important work because it helps makes Clallam County
a great place to live, own a business, work and raise a family.

