ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION 

BY THE 

PORT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
May 24, 2010
SUBJECT:    SEPA Report for Maintenance Replacement of Up to 18 Timber Piles 
                      and/or Dolphins with Steel Piles at the Port Marine Terminals and Log
                      Booming Grounds 
BACKGROUND:

The Port proposes to do a replacement of up to 18 timber piles and dolphins at the Port Marine Terminals and the Log Booming Grounds to provide safe berthing for vessels and reliable log booming/rafting. 
The work is considered an “action” under the State Environmental Policy Act and requires an analysis of the environmental impacts.

ANALYSIS:

Commissioner’s Resolution 569 establishes the Port’s policies and procedures under the State Environmental Policy Act.  The resolution establishes the Port Planning and Environmental Manager as the Port’s responsible official for implementing SEPA.  Among other requirements, the responsible official is required to report to the Port Commission on any threshold determinations and explain the materials relied upon in reaching that determination.  This report is to be presented in a public meeting and entered in the minutes.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:

After review of the environmental checklist for this project, the Port’s SEPA Responsible Official determined that impacts were nonsignificant, and a “Determination of Nonsignificance” (DNS) was issued on April 19, 2010.  A fifteen-day comment period was allowed for the Public, City of Port Angeles, Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife and Washington State Department of Ecology to review and comment on this determination. The only comment received was from Ecology detailing Water Quality and Treated Wood disposal requirements. These comments were noted and shall be implemented during the work. 
FISCAL IMPACT:

Compliance with SEPA has a minimal fiscal impact for the Port, requiring approximately 6 hours of staff time, mailing costs for sending the checklist and DNS to agencies with jurisdiction or interest and publishing a legal ad.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Acknowledge receiving the report and enter that acknowledgment in the minutes of the May 24, 2010 Port Commission Meeting.
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