ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION 

BY THE

BOARD OF PORT COMMISSIONERS

May 24, 2010
SUBJECT:  PORT RESOLUTION TO SELL ABANDONED VESSELS
BACKGROUND:  

The Port follows the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) statutes in selling vessels that have failed to pay outstanding marina charges.  According to the RCW, such vessels are deemed to be abandoned and may be sold to recover outstanding charges.
RCW 53.08 requires a separate Port resolution before sales of such vessels occur.

Article VIII A. of the Commission Bylaws requires that resolutions be introduced at one meeting before they can be considered for adoption at the next meeting.  This provision may be superseded by unanimous consent of Commission.

In order to facilitate passage of boat sale resolutions, which are identical except for the names of the vessels, their owners, and the auction date, staff introduced a draft of boat sale resolutions on August 10, 1998.  The Commission approved the form of these resolutions (first reading) and directed staff to fill in appropriate vessel, owner and auction date information in the final resolutions (second and final reading).

ANALYSIS: 

The owners of the vessels listed in Resolution No.10-996 have failed to adequately respond to several notices regarding their delinquencies.  An auction will be held to sell the vessels.  If the sale proceeds fail to reimburse the Port completely, then the accounts will be turned over to a collection agency.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:  

None.
FISCAL IMPACT:

The charges accrued by the vessels have already been recognized as revenues in Port accounts.  Conducting an auction enables the Port to begin the process of collecting on these receivables.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Adopt Resolution No. 10-996 and authorize the auction to proceed.
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